Mercurial necrosis is a fiield of pathology which has not received the investigation it deserves by the medical profession. While the poisonous effects of mercury have so long been recognized that I need take no time in rehearsing them, yet there are certain causes affecting the nerve centers which demand more thorough investigation than has yet been given.
In presenting this subject to the Society for consideration I want to show that by the use of amalgam in filling teeth there is a possibility of mercurial poisoning, which seriously affects the nerve-centers, impairs locomotion by heaviness of limb and stiffness of joint, gives rise to obstinate diseases of the skin, and makes a mental wreck of its victim, whose there is a discrepancy in Dr. Tuthill's cases. As he read them off they reminded me more of miscellaneous cases of neurasthenia and hysteria than anything else, and the rapidity with which they changed their character from time to time; the variability of the symptoms and the extreme rapidity with which they got well, even after existing for years. A mercurial poison which has existed for years almost invariably produces a continuous tremor, due to the deposit in the nervous system and accompanying sclerosis. Had these cases lasted for so many years there would have been the production of some organic change there and the candition would not have cleared up so quickly. I think the last speaker is quite correct regarding the element of mind-cure. I think that was the potent element which produced the cure in those cases.
We all admit that there is a circulation in the teeth which may be the means of carrying the poison through the system, and this kept up for weeks, months, years and decades, the system will feel the effect of this poison. I tell you, gentlemen, no one jknows the direful consequences if he has not been there himself.
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